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Michael Jackson, pedophile? What about judicial elements? 
 
On June 25, 2019, we will celebrate the 10th anniversary of Michael JACKSON’s death. 
 
On March 21st, 2019, M6 (a French TV channel) broadcasted Dan REED’s documentary entitled 
Leaving Neverland, whose rights were acquired from the American channel HBO. 
 
This report was broadcasted in the United States on March 3rd and March 4th and gradually in the rest of 
the world. It gives a voice to two men: Wade ROBSON and Jimmy SAFECHUCK, both friends with 
Michael JACKSON in their childhood, who now say they were victims of repeated sexual abuse. 
 
This report hit the headlines and the reactions were virulent. HBO removed the episode of The Simpsons 
in which we can hear Michael JACKSON, while several radios removed the artist out of their programs. 
 
Of course, Michael JACKSON being dead since June 25th, 2009 can no longer defend himself. 
 
Fans work to prove the innocence of their idol. 
 
Everyone remembers his acquittal in June 2005. Everyone has also a vague recollection of the 1993 
case. 
 
However, these same Jimmy SAFECHUCK and Wade ROBSON had already been heard in 1993 while 
only Wade ROBSON testified in 2005 to firmly defend Michael JACKSON. 
 
Everything seems pushed to the extreme and everyone is providing personal comments, without 
supporting their statements on concrete elements. 
 
But what is it all about? 
 
While much of the evidence related to the 1993 and 2005 proceedings was sealed, in view of the star's 
notoriety, many more are publicly available. 
 
It is only in light of these court documents, sometimes fragmentary, that we investigated. 
 
It is first of all notable that the prosecution was represented by the same person in both cases: Thomas 
SNEDDON. The latter had explicitly asked the court in 2005 to re-use the material collected in 
1993/1994. He wanted to show that Michael JACKSON was a seasoned sex pretador. 
 
He identified 7 "special friends" of Michael JACKSON, all victims of abuse according to him between 
1990 and 1993. In his memorandum dated December 10th, 2004, we can find the names: Jordan 
CHANDLER, Jason FRANCIA (son of a former employee), Brett BARNES, Macaulay CULKIN (the 
hero of "Home Alone"), Jonathan SPENCE and the two protagonists of the moment: Wade ROBSON 
and Jimmy SAFECHUCK. 
 

I. Jordan CHANDLER's 1993 complaint and its consequences 
 

1. The complaint of September 14th, 1993 
 
On the 14th of September 1993, the lawyers of Jordan CHANDLER's parents, (born in January 11, 1980) 
filed a "civil complaint" against Michael JACKSON. Jordan was 13 years old at the time. 
 
This complaint is based on the syllogism well known to jurists: facts, damage, causality. 
 
This complaint indicates that in 1993, Michael JACKSON had repeatedly sexually assaulted little Jordan 
in several places, including in the Los Angeles County area where the complaint was filed. 
 
The complaint states that the sexual abuse includes acts of fellatio committed by Michael JACKSON 
on Jordan sometimes by swallowing his sperm. These acts would also include masturbation acts by 
Michael JACKSON on Jordan. Michael JACKSON would also have encouraged Jordan to cuddle him 
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while he was masturbating. Michael JACKSON would also have showered little Jordan with care and 
attention. 
 
The relationship between Jordan and Michael JACKSON ended, according to him, in July 1993, when 
his father Evan regained custody over him. 
 
All these acts would have caused a great damage, mainly psychological, to little Jordan, involving 
therapy which cost is still unknown at the time of the complaint. 
 
The plaintiff ends up seeking, without quantifying them yet, "compensatory" damages, i.e. up to the 
amount of the damage, but also punitive and exemplary damages, i.e. well beyond the damage actually 
suffered. Finally, he requests the granting of procedural costs and any measure that the court deems 
appropriate. 
 

2. Jordan CHANDLER's statement of December 28th, 1993 
 
Little Jordan was heard on the facts on December 28th, 1993. 
 
He recounts having met Michael JACKSON a first time furtively when he was 5 years old and then in 
May 1992.   
 
At that time, his mother June CHANDLER and his father Evan CHANDLER had been separated for 
many years. June CHANDLER was living with David SCHWARTZ who ran a car rental agency.  
 
Michael JACKSON had a car breakdown and that's how Jordan was able to talk to Michael JACKSON, 
who was on tour.   
 
In February 1993, Jordan was invited to Neverland with Lily, his half-sister, and his mother June. Jordan 
says he did not spend the night with Michael JACKSON. 
 
Jordan then indicated that at the end of March 1993,  in Las Vegas, still in the presence of Lily and June, 
he spent the night with Michael JACKSON after having watched the film The Exorcist but nothing 
happened. He then spent 2 or 3 more nights with Michael but again nothing happened. 
 
He then indicated that after Las Vegas, relations with Michael became stronger and he regularly spent 
the night with Michael in Neverland. Michael also came to his home frequently and on these occasions, 
there would have been sexual contact, but Jordan did not describe them.  
 
Only one episode seems to come to his mind more precisely, the one of May 1993 in Europe during 
which they took a bath together and masturbated. There would also have been oral sex. 
 

3. The transaction of 25 January 1994 and the dropping of criminal charges 
 
A document dated 25 January 1994 is circulating. As the terms of the agreement are confidential, it is 
difficult to know whether it is the final version of the agreement.  
 
In this document, an amount of $15,331,250 for Jordan CHANDLER is indicated, while the Press talked 
about $20 million or $22 million. 
 
In the transaction, it is stated that Michael JACKSON in no way admits allegations of sexual abuse and 
decided to settle in view of the exponential negative impact that the case has on his career. 
 
The transaction naturally contains a mutual confidentiality provision and above all a mutual waiver of 
all current or future actions: Jordan CHANDLER, through his guardians, must therefore withdraw his 
complaint and Michael JACKSON may never bring any action, such as defamation. 
 
Jordan's complaint was withdrawn and prevents any civil action, but this does not prevent the criminal 
proceedings from continuing. 
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The District Attorney in charge of the case is Thomas SNEDDON, also in charge of the 2005 case, as 
we have seen it above. The latter had thus launched a large-scale investigation, including hearings of 
witnesses (approximately 200) but also searches. As part of this investigation, Wade ROBSON and 
Jimmy SAFECHUCK were heard. 
 
The case went before a grand jury. This jury must determine whether, in the light of the evidence 
presented by the prosecutor, it is possible that the person committed the offence. This procedural step 
allows the prosecutor to test his evidence and bring to a faster conclusion a procedure that has no chance 
of leading to a conviction. That's what happened. Thomas SNEDDON had to drop his lawsuit. It is 
therefore absolutely false to hear that the public action ended with the withdrawal of Jordan 
CHANDLER's complaint. 
 

4. The aftermath of this affair: what happened to Jordan CHANDLER after the 1994 
transaction? 

 
Of course, the transaction holds Jordan to silence in any civil matter, but not in criminal matters. 
 
In 2005, Thomas SNEDDON mentioned in his memorandum the right of Jordan not to testify in this 
second case.  
 
Jordan CHANDLER refused to participate in the 2005 case. 
 
His mother June CHANDLER was heard again in 2005 about the relationship between her son and 
Michael JACKSON. Here are some interesting elements in her audition: 

- She says she separated from David SCHWARTZ around August 1992;   
- She also remembers that her ex-husband and father of her son, Evan CHANDLER, physically 
assaulted her partner; 
- She confirms that Evan told her that by knowing Michael JACKSON they would no longer have 
any worries in life; 
- She says she received many gifts from Michael JACKSON; 
- Regarding the trip to France and Monaco in May 1993, she said she found it strange that she 
could not enter Michael JACKSON's room while her son was there. After that, she invited 
Michael JACKSON to her home; 
- Jordan's father, Evan CHANDLER, also invited him to his home after that.  He wanted Michael 
JACKSON to help him financially to repair his house; 
- She further states that the dispute with Evan over Jordan's custody allegedly began in August 
1993 (while Jordan indicated that custody was transferred in July 1993);   
- She also states that as Jordie's mother, she could always enter Michael JACKSON's room freely; 
- She indicates that the authorities were notified of the "abuses" in August 1993. 

 
June CHANDLER also reported on her meeting with Joy ROBSON, Wade ROBSON's mother. Michael 
would have told her that she was a bit nosey and jealous of the situation. Joy reportedly told her that her 
son Wade had just been "dumped" by Michael some time earlier and that she was in Neverland that day 
(in 1993) for Michael to sign a recording contract with Wade.  It is interesting to note that in Joy 
ROBSON's audition, June CHANDLER is described as an authoritarian person who thought she could 
do anything in Neverland. 
 
June CHANDLER told at the end of her audtiion that she had not spoken to her son Jordan for 11 years, 
since 1994. 
 
As for Jordan CHANDLER's father, Evan CHANDLER, he committed suicide in November 2009. He 
was likely suffering from a disabling illness and was in great debt. 
 
After Michael JACKSON's death, we heard abouta statement of repentance from Jordan CHANDLER 
indicating that his father had forced him to tell lies to get money from Michael JACKSON. The source 
of this revelation has never been authenticated. However, no denials were made. A 1993 recording of 
Evan CHANDLER is also circulating: he announces that he will hire a "son of a bitch" to carry out a 
massacre and destroy Michael JACKSON's career and get what he wants. This recording is available on 
YouTube and would have been recorded by Antony PELLICANO, Michael JACKSON's private 
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investigator. Obviously very incriminating for Evan CHANDLER, we will not go further about this 
since we do not have the certainty of its use during the proceedings (not yet). 
 
 

II. The complaint of Gavin ARVIZO and the acquittal of June 2005 
 
Gavin is the child who holds Michael JACKSON’s hand in the report Living With Michael JACKSON 
shot by Martin BASHIR in 2002 and broadcasted all over the world in 2003. 
 
As mentioned, Thomas SNEDDON was again in charge of the case and he did not hesitate to announce 
to the press his firm intention to imprison the star. 
 
In his memorandum of December 10th, 2004, he states that the abuses on Gavin allegedly began after 
this report was shot in 2002 and broadcast in February 2003.  
 
It is also noted that Gavin's father is a violent man and that he has been prohibited from contacting his 
children or their mother Janet.  
 
It is written that Gavin's mother wanted to stop the broadcast of the report because her children were 
being ridiculed. Gavin's mother was not aware of the abuses at the time.   
 
It is clearly stated that their lawyer at the time referred them to his colleague Larry FELDMAN, the 
lawyer of the CHANDLER family, and this lawyer then referred Gavin to psychologist Stan KATZ, to 
whom Gavin allegedly made his revelations.  
 
There were reportedly two episodes of masturbation that Gavin remembered, while he was under the 
influence of alcohol. His brother Star reportedly witnessed two other episodes of abuse. 
 
On December 10th, 2003, Thomas SNEDDON made public the 10 charges brought against Michael 
JACKSON, including sexual abuse of minors.  
 
After a lengthy investigation and several preliminary hearings, the trial began on January 31st, 2005.  
 
The hearing was reconstructed daily on television channels. The court transcripts are public. 
 
There were many twists and turns. Let us note the most significant ones. 
 
On March 24th, 2005, the prosecution produced pornographic magazines containing the fingerprints of 
both Michael and Gavin, which were finally placed at the preliminary hearing and not in Neverland.  
 
Jason FRANCIA, the son of a former employee who had previously claimed to have also been assaulted, 
changed his mind during the cross-examination on April 5th, 2005.  
 
That day, her mother Blanca FRANCIA also revised her version of the facts about the relationship 
between Michael JACKSON and Wade ROBSON: she initially said she had caught them in the shower 
probably touching each other and finally said she had seen them laugh and play. 
 
Wade ROBSON was heard on May 5th, 2005, the same day as Brett BARNES. Macaulay CULKIN will 
be heard on May 11th, 2005. These three special friends become adult denied any inappropriate actions. 
 
Jay LENO would also have been a key witness to the very venal nature of the ARVIZO family, who 
were constantly asking for more money to cure their son of his cancer. 
 
The final pleadings took place on June 3, 2005.  
 
On June 13th, 2005, the twelve jurors finally voted unanimously not guilty of all charges. 
 
III. Wade ROBSON and Jimmy SAFECHUCK’s complaints and their consequences 
 

1. The complaint filed in 2013 by Wade ROBSON 
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According to Thomas SNEDDON in his memorandum of December  10th, 2004, Wade ROBSON (born 
17 September 1982) is Australian. He reportedly met Michael Jackson with his family at a Disney 
sponsored dance competition. He would then have spent the whole afternoon with Michael. The latter 
helped him to get a role in an advertisement in the United States. Without a work permit, the cheques 
were made out to MJJJ and Michael then gave the funds to his mother Joy ROBSON. Mrs. MURDOK, 
an employee interviewed by Thomas SNEDDON, reportedly confided that Joy called every day for 
Michael to help her get a green card, which he did. Michael would then have fictitiously employed Joy. 
 
All this is confirmed both by Wade and Joy's 2005 auditions and by the story contained in Wade 
ROBSON's 2013 complaint.  
 
Wade ROBSON filed a complaint on 10 May 2013, probably for the first time under seal, making this 
first complaint inaccessible to the public. 
 
The complaint was directed against the estate but also against the production companies.  
 
As no negotiations were successful, Wade ROBSON filed a second amended complaint, registered on 
February 19th , 2014, the content of which is accessible. A third amended complaint was filed on 
December 16th, 2014 and a fourth version in October 2016, the content of which is also available.  
 
Upon reading these complaints, it is stated that: 

- He is 5 years old at the first meeting in November 1987; 
- The abuses allegedly began around February 4th,1990. Wade and his sister would both have slept 
with Michael the night before and that night his sister did not want to join them and the abuse 
would have started for 7 years; 
- Michael would have briefed Wade on the first night to prevent him from telling what they were 
doing; 
- On September 1st, 1991, Wade, his sister and mother Joy moved permanently to California 
(leaving the father in Australia); 
- Joy worked for her son as a manager; 
- She stopped being employed by MJJ PRODUCTIONS and/or MJJ VENTURES around 1998 
when Wade and his family obtained permanent resident status in the United States. 

 
It is also stated in the complaint that Michael JACKSON was very actively involved in Wade's career, 
paying him lessons, helping him getting roles, making him record a record. It is said that Michael was 
Wade's father figure and mentor. 
 
Michael would have physically lost interest in Wade when he reached the age of 13. 
 
Wade ROBSON states that he was briefed both in 1993 and 2005 to testify in favor of Michael 
JACKSON (which would constitute perjury, as noted by the estate in its defensive arguments). 
 
He says that in 2002, his father hanged himself. Wade would have learned from his father's sister that 
the idea that his son could have been abused caused him great anxiety and depression. 
 
Michael JACKSON died on June 25th, 2009. 
 
Wade then explained that in 2011, he had been employed to direct a musical with a budget of about $30 
million. He thought Michael's prophecy had come true. But at the end of April 2011, Wade was under 
a lot of stress and anxiety and left this job. He began seeing a psychologist on May 16th , 2011, to whom 
he will not confide any abuse.  He explains that he went back to work a little and had a second nervous 
breakdown in March 2012. In April 2012, he started a new therapy and on May 6th , 2012, he spoke for 
the first time about abuse to his psychologist. It is said that he is the first person to hear this. It was only 
after the subsequent discussions that Wade understood that he had been abused. 
 
Wade then describes his successful career to describe the damage suffered by these nervous depressions. 
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Finally, he claims, without quantifying them yet, "compensatory" damages, i.e. up to the amount of the 
damage, but also punitive and exemplary damages, i.e. well beyond the damage actually suffered. 
Finally, he requests the granting of procedural costs and any measure that the court deems appropriate. 
 
 

2. The complaint of Jimmy SAFECHUCK 
 
Jimmy SAFECHUK's complaint (born February 28th, 1978) was signed on May 5th, 2014 and registered 
only on July 27th, 2015.  
 
Like Wade ROBSON, Jimmy SAFECHUCK will amend his complaint in March 2015. 
 
It appears from this complaint that: 

- The abuses suffered "hundreds of times" allegedly took place between June 89 during the "Bad 
Tour" and 1992; 
- He would then have been replaced by Brett BARNES; 
- No precise date or details of the abuses are included in the complaint, with the exception of the 
first episode of abuse, where it is stated more precisely but without describing the abuse that it 
would have taken place in Paris during the Bad Tour at the end of June 1988; 
- It is said that Michael JACKSON and Jimmy slept together during the first visit to Neverland in 
1988, which Michael just acquired, then it is said that Jimmy's mother refused to let them sleep 
together until after the Bad Tour; 
- In 2005, Jimmy reportedly confessed to his mother without details that he had been abused by 
Michael JACKSON; 
- However, she pretended not to know anything in 2005, explaining her statements at the time 
about Michael's innocence; 
- Jimmy was reportedly followed by a psychologist in 2007 but he didn't tell him anything; 
- It was only in 2013 that the feeling of panic reappeared when Wade ROBSON, a boy he knew 
in 1993, filed a complaint;  
- He started a new therapy in May 2013 and becomes aware that he has been abused. 

 
Finally, he claims, without quantifying them yet, "compensatory" damages, i.e. up to the amount of the 
damage, but also punitive and exemplary damages, i.e. well beyond the damage actually suffered. 
Finally, he requests the granting of procedural costs and any measure that the court deems appropriate. 
 
The complaint was procedurally related to Wade's complaint, so that it could be tried by the same person. 
 

3. The answer given to the complaints by the American courts 
 
On May 26th , 2015, the probate court, in charge of estate matters, dismissed Wade ROBSON for a late 
complaint.  
 
As for the complaint against the production companies, the judge simply indicated that there was no 
link between an individual's personal behavior and the production companies. 
 
An appeal would have been regularized and would still be ongoing, but we have not yet found the 
documents. 
 
On September 28th2015, Jimmy SAFECHUCK was also dismissed for late claim. 
 
The most interesting is what happened before the rejections of the complaints. 
 
The trial court ordered Wade ROBSON to produce all written exchanges on this alleged abuse. Under 
oath, he first indicated that apart from a brief email at the end of 2012, there was no written 
communication. After a change of changing lawyer, he finally produced nearly 4000 pages of 
documents. There is a book written by Wade ROBSON about these abuses, a book that he allegedly 
tried to sell to publishers but he did not find a buyer. There are also many emails exchanged with Joy 
ROBSON, his mother, to whom he asks many questions such as: "can you explain to me what you 
remember about that first night in Neverland?", "and the first weekend? »… 
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Wade ROBSON also had to make a statement on December 12th, 2016, during which he remains very 
evasive. He indicates that the details of the abuses came back to him as the proceedings progressed.  
 
His mother Joy was also interviewed at least twice in 2016. She claims not to have much contact with 
Wade and not to have discussed the abuses, except in the emails presented to her She also said that she 
had to take over Wade ROBSON's career management because Michael JACKSON was not keeping all 
his promises.  
 
It is interesting to draw a parallel with her 2005 court statement where she denied any abuse of her son 
but also told the prosecutor who was questioning her that she only came to Neverland ranch 4 times in 
14 years in the presence of Michael JACKSON since their installation in California in September 1991. 
She also confirmed that Jordan CHANDLER was the special friend who replaced Wade ROBSON in 
1993. 
 

4. The consequences of the report 
 
Fans from all over the world are mobilizing. Taj JACKSON, his nephew, is very active in defending his 
uncle.  
 
Brandi JACKSON, Michael JACKSON's niece who allegedly had a childhood relationship with Wade 
ROBSON for 7 years, says that Wade is a liar and a manipulator used to lie or cheat to promote his 
career. 
 
Brett BARNES, one of the special friends, also expressed himself on twitter to protest against the 
comments made by Wade ROBSON and Jimmy SAFECHUCK.  
 
The JACKSON estate sued HBO while Wade ROBSON and Jimmy SAFECHUCK will be the subject 
of various lawsuits, including from fans.   
 
 
CONCLUSION: You can never be 100% sure that a man is innocent or guilty. But one thing is certain: 
if a juror were to hear of the case today, they would still acquit Michael JACKSON. 
 

Noémie HOUCHET-TRAN 
Attorney at the Paris Bar 

37 rue d'Amsterdam 75008 Paris 
Tel: +33 (0) 1.84.16.02.93 Fax: +33 (0) 1.84.16.02.95 

www.nhtavocat.com 
 
LIST OF DOCUMENTS CONSULTED AND CITED: 

1. Complaint by Jordan CHANDLER September 1993 
2. Statement by Jordan CHANDLER of December 28, 1993 
3. Settlement Agreement Between CHANDLER and MJ 
4. Memorandum and motion by Thomas SNEDDON tending to use the earlier elements for the 2005 
case filed on December 10, 2004 
5. court transcripts from around 2005, including auditions by June CHANDLER, Joy and Chantal 
ROBSON May 2005, Audition Wade ROBSON 2005, Audition by Jason and Blanca FRANCIA 
6. Second amended complaint Wade ROBSON 
7. Fourth amended complaint Wade ROBSON 
8. Extracts from the testimony of Wade ROBSON and the hearing of Joy ROBSON in December 
2016 
9. Extracts from Joy ROBSON's statement of September 30th, 2016 
10. Answer MJJ PRODUCTIONS and MJJ VENTURES to complaint Wade ROBSON August 6, 
2015 
11. Answer MJJ PRODUCTIONS and MJJ VENTURES to complaint Wade ROBSON September 
27, 2016 
12. Wade ROBSON response to motion containing some of the emails sent by WADE ROBSON 
13. Decision of May 26, 2015 dismissing Wade ROBSON's complaint against the succession 
14. Decision of 19 December 2017 dismissing Wade ROBSON's complaint against MJJ 
PRODUCTIONS AND MJJ VENTURES 
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15. Complaint by Jimmy SAFECHUCK 2014 
16. Supplemental declaration Jimmy SAFECHUCK July 2015 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE TWO SITES IN WHICH MOST DOCUMENTS ARE 
DOWNLOADABLE FREE OF CHARGE:  
http://www.sbscpublicaccess.org/transcripts.php 
https://www.mjfacts.com/2005-michael-jackson-molestation-trial -transcripts /  

 
 


